Stuyvesant High School Parents’ Association

General Meeting Minutes Draft March 20, 2001

PA President, Marilena Christodoulou opened the meeting at 7:00pm. She said that 

report cards would come out tomorrow. Thursday there is no student attendance. Next week is Open School Week: Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday; parents may come and observe the classroom teaching. Parent-Teacher Conferences are Thursday, March 29, from 6:00-8:30, and Friday, March 30, 1:00-3:00. The PA serves a light dinner to the staff on Thursday, and the request was made for desserts to be sent in. AP Exams will be held in May, and the forms are due in by 3/30. They are available in Mr. Satin’s office. 

April 9-13 is spring recess. We are beginning the process to select a new AP for Biology and the C-30 selection committee is being formed. In this newsletter there is a form to fill out if you would like to be a member. Fill out the form and return it to the PA Office. At the April meeting on April 24 there will be a vote for the parent members. The PA is offering student scholarships - four $1000 and one $500 - to Seniors(only),  awarded on the basis of an essay contest. Our phonathon will be held May 7th, 8th & 9th and we still need volunteers. It’s a lot of fun so please plan to attend at least one of the evenings. Parent Buddy activity is blossoming. 134 incoming parents so far have requested a Parent Buddy and another 150 are anticipated. Please volunteer to be paired with an incoming parent. 

Three host families are sought for exchange programs for three weeks in April and May.

The minutes were accepted as written. Robert Blau gave the Treasurer’s report. The PA income is $17,000 over from last year’s phonathon.

Betsy Combier chaired the March 3 Open House this year and was assisted by Fran Meyerson, a freshman parent. A motion was made that Fran be named as co-chair of the committee. It was seconded and passed.

The election for the Freshman Parent-At-Large was held. Two of the candidates were present and each spoke for one minute why they should be elected. Ballots were cast, collected, and tallied.

PA President Marilena Christodoulou reported on the proposed revisions of the PA Bylaws which were published in the March newsletter. A motion was made, seconded and passed by the membership to approve those revisions. They will be posted on the website soon.

At 7:20, Marilena introduced our guest speaker, Carol Katz, Stuyvesant High School College Advisor. She began her presentation with a humorous article and tried to put the college application process into perspective. She concluded with Q&A from the audience. These are some of the main points:

· There is a college suitable for every student, and it doesn’t have to be Harvard.

· The staff meets regularly with all students and works hard to help all of them.

· The writers’ committee of six staff take the information your child provides in the Secondary School Report (SSR) and write excellent recommendations.
· Colleges look at the entire student and the progression of grades earned, classes taken, and extracurricular activities.

· There are deadlines that must be met! Please read the College Handbook.
· Each student is allowed 7 college applications. This forces both parents and student to look more critically at their schools. 

· Choose 2 “dream” schools, 3 “middle of the road” schools, and 2 “safe” schools.

· If you get “early decision”, your child must attend that school.

· If you get “early action” you may apply to others.

· Be realistic with your child about what you can afford. Encourage your child to watch for and apply for the many scholarship opportunities available.

· Visit schools and help your child find a school he or she will like.

· Your child is getting an excellent education at Stuy, so urge him or her to experience it fully and participate in school life, especially in 9th and 10th Grades.

Carol’s presentation was full of essential information for parents. Marilena announced the election results and Saberah Malik was elected Freshman Member-At-Large. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:50

                                                                                       -Elizabeth Schnee, Recording Secretary

