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Stuyvesant HS Parents’ Association

General Meeting, October 16, 2001 

PA President, Marilena Christodoulou opened the meeting at 7:12pm.  A motion was made to change the order of business: seconded and passed.

Summary of the Environment was the first order of business, followed by the Emotional and Psychological Issues, followed by PA business including the Election.  Cards were distributed for questions and all were urged to stay for the entire program or exit quietly.

Announcements:  

Next week is Open School Week. Report cards come out Wednesday, October 24, and Parent Teacher Conferences (PTC) are Thursday night 6:00-8:30 PM and Friday afternoon 1:00-3:00 PM. Usually classroom visits are held during the week, but that is not taking place due to the recent return to the Stuy building.

Faculty Dinner:  Chairperson Mary Salter reported that Thursday evening of the PTC the PA gives the faculty a dinner, usually catered upstairs. This year they are planning it out in a restaurant in the neighborhood. The Dessert Table will still be set up at Stuy for the faculty and all parents were urged to send in desserts on Thursday to room 211, including Glatt Kosher. Volunteers were requested and a sign-up sheet was sent around.

Marilena then introduced the Program: 

 
The Board of Education (BOE) opened the school last Tuesday on 10/9/01.  Although we are happy to be back in the school, serious health concerns remain and the PA retained an independent expert, Mr. Howard Bader.  A Health and Safety Committee was also established.  Marilena welcomed parents to contribute any of their expertise via e-mail to maxstach@aol.com, leaving your name, phone number and area of expertise.


The BOE did a cleanup of the building, testing for asbestos was done by independent contractors for the BOE, starting on 10/4/01, and the testing results were clean and were posted on the website.  Mr. Bader made a series of recommendations that were forwarded to the BOE.  No response was forthcoming from the BOE until a verbal response was received today covering all points but # 9, 10 & 12.  The BOE was to provide a copy of the evacuation plan for the school and did not, so we will contact the Office of Emergency Management for that.  We are monitoring the air quality, but should it deteriorate, we need a backup plan.  The BOE has only proposed returning to Brooklyn Tech.  Marilena has impressed on David Klausfeld that we need a plan sooner rather than later.


The PA Executive Board (PAEB) discussed the barge operation behind the school at its meeting on 10/5/01. The PAEB passed a resolution that the barge presented a potential danger to the students and the surrounding community and it should be moved. We will work with the community to get it moved.


Marilena introduced Howard Bader who gave his report. Howard had given out his report to parents dated 10/10/01. He then ran through each of the 12 points on the handout given to parents. The topics included:  all indoor asbestos tests are acceptable; a certification letter for reoccupancy is needed from the BOE; continuous and additional air testing was requested; a protocol for communicating results is in place for 24 hour monitoring; testing for other substances was requested: settled fiberglass, lead surface dust, silica, and fine particulate matter; a procedure for the HVAC system to operate on minimum outdoor air needs to be articulated and executed; procedures to stop intake of outside air if its quality becomes questionable need to be set up; pleated filters need to be installed in the HVAC system, with an interim plan in place; BOE documentation for cleaning the Chambers Street Bridge; written procedures for cleaning outside the school; wet cleaning of the Stuy lobby and entrance, and written procedures for a dust control strategy at the transfer site to the barge. 

Marilena then asked for two motions to be ratified: A motion was made that the PA take all actions to implement Mr. Bader’s recommendations. It was seconded and passed. 

A motion was made to ratify the Executive Board resolution that the barge operation and related traffic presents a potential danger to our students and to work with the surrounding community to get it moved. The motion was seconded and discussion ensued.  Points raised included:  We need more information.  We need to hear from authorities why this site was selected, where else it would go and what are the other alternatives.  Other schools are already working to move it.  The tests are negative and indicate that our children are safe.  Let us not just get on a bandwagon.  We are putting the interests of 3,000 kids before the whole city.  We do not want our kids killed for this and nobody deserves asbestos. Continuous trucks and huge clouds of dust were described.  The real issue is whether the location of the barges is affecting the air quality of the school and the question was asked of Mr. Bader, our expert. Mr. Bader answered that scientifically, there is no evidence that any asbestos is being released. Discussion continued that the digging has not hit the levels where asbestos is present and asking why someone from the EPA was not present. The EPA was not invited because FEMA is in charge.  FEMA’s role was discussed.  Bernie Orlan, of the BOE, answered that this is beyond the BOE jurisdiction, and they are discussing with the Health department and they will advocate with us for the changes to get them done. The question of the pulverized asbestos then entered the air and whether or not they are too small to be detected by the testing.  Howard Bader responded that the FEMA testing does address the smaller particles, noting that the OSHA testing does not.  The data does not show any asbestos around.  Dave Newman responded that there are two issues to the controversy:  that the pulverized particles may not be detected and that their biological role being more or less harmful is not yet fully known. All that is known is that asbestos is harmful.  He continued that we have had the indoor environment cleaned up and that we have a potential for continuing contaminants.  There is little in the outdoor environment that we can control, but we can control the location of the barge and the methodology of it and he thinks that that is a good question to pursue.

The motion was repeated:  A motion to ratify that the barge presents a potential danger to the school and community and empowering the PA to pursue moving it. The vote was taken. A majority in favor, some opposed, and the motion carries. Everyone was instructed to write down their questions on cards.

At 8:17, Marilena introduced the Mental Health Issue.

A question erupted from the audience requesting that the BOE person comment on exposure for the people over 50.  Marilena commented:  The last meeting the effort was to get us back to the school, the kids are here, there’s no backup plan, we’re asked to endure something and the decision to open was made solely by the BOE.  Bernie answered:  Prior to the school being opened, the EPA, Health Dept, CDC, UFT and your consultant held a meeting and a pledge was given by the Health Dept. that they would do more.  Bernie said that he would help make calls to follow up on the recommendations of Mr. Bader.  Bernie noted 4 points:

1. Additional testing will be complied with, dioxin has been tested for indoors, and it will be on the website. 

2. He’ll do the testing of other substances requested.

3. Filters will be put in as soon as they come in.

4. He’ll talk to the custodian about closing down the system.

Concerns from the audience continued: Someone commented that there’s too much hostility here. Someone voiced concerns about the kids coming home sick. Mr. Teitel responded: We have a BOE nurse and a full time doctor. The staff  have afternoon headaches, five people with different rashes have come forward, there’s burning in the chest, flem that does not go away, and there is something here and they are trying to figure it out on a daily basis. A show of hands of parents of kids who come home with physical problems included many in the audience, about 1/3 or 1/4 of those present.  Parents commented that their kids felt so bad that they could not concentrate.  Parents were told that if they left the school they could not return.  Mr. Teitel clarified that parents could return their children to their home school, but the regulation was that if they left the school, they couldn’t return.  A challenge was made to Mr. Teitel to get the regulations waived.  Mr. Teitel reiterated that the level of instruction out there is not the same as what he can give them here at Stuy.

At 8:35 Marilena announced that the questions on the cards would be answered on the website and the Program resumed.

Judy Moore, a clinical social worker, as well as a parent opened this segment. She introduced Mr. Blaufarb, AP Guidance and Steve Keith, counselor, to describe what resources can be brought to bear to help our kids.

Mr. Blaufarb stated that a drop in center for teachers was set up.  In order to help our kids, we have to help ourselves. There’s a list of referrals to outside agencies. He had asked teachers not to bring their anxieties into the classroom.  He commented on the hysteria expressed by parents earlier in the meeting and asked us as parents not to transfer that anxiety to our children.  Our kids need some optimism.  He recognized parents Judy Moore and Ellen Krug who have volunteered so much time.  He noted that we need to be a team, and we need to tone it down.  Guidance staff  have been meeting with all of the students, usually in groups, and they are speaking positively about the future.  They are talking to the senior class about college.

Mr. Blaufarb introduced Steven Keith. Steven noted that our kids are doing really well and that they had been through a tough situation at Brooklyn Tech.  They did crisis counseling, debriefing, and now they’re back on home turf. They want to develop enough modalities that there’s something for everyone. Parents have a lot of anxiety. He made several suggestions to us as parents:  1) Just because our kids do not talk about it at home does not mean that they are not talking.  At this age they pull back and they do it with peers.  2) Some youth take this fully in stride, like water off a duck’s back.  3) Keep an eye on your kid- be observant.  4) Keep it comfortable for them.  5) Work on your sense of safety in the family to help your children.


He continued. The kids are adjusting to the ongoing stimulus and how to do as well as they can. They are working on coping skills and bolstering strengths. It is okay for kids to be not so focused or distracted.  As parents we need to be watchful and supportive.  We can call guidance and they will follow up with our child, discreetly.  He will make himself available.  Some kids are in acute bereavement.  Mr. Blaufarb continued that the administration is adjusting to the crisis and cutting some slack.  Mr. Teitel has asked the faculty to make sure that the students in jeopardy have every opportunity to do their best. Parents voiced concerns about disorganized classes, substitute teachers, not enough textbooks, tests given without course material having been taught and no lab sheets. The parent was asked to call with specifics so it could be followed up.  A parent expressed appreciation for all that the staff did for our kids, and asked if there were a way to creatively make up the lost time.

At 9:07 The PA Election proceeded. Sheldon Stachel, Vice-President announced the candidates for the different positions and each spoke for 1 minute about themselves. A great deal of talent, expertise and commitment was apparent in so many highly qualified candidates. The voting took place and the votes were tallied.

The minutes of the September PA General meeting were approved at written.

Treasurer’s Report: Julie Romano gave a report on the PA’s financial state. A motion was made, seconded and passed that up to $3000 by allocated to pay for the independent consultant dealing with the safety of the environment and any related testing or other expenses.

The vote count continued and the winners of the election were announced in the hallway. 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:25pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Schnee, Recording Secretary
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